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Background

The first local council was established in Al-Bireh in 1923, headed by the late Eid Al-Musa, and the first municipal council
was established by the Ministry of the Interior of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in 1951.The municipality enjoys
administrative and financial autonomy. In its work, it is subject to the local government law and the regulations governing the
work of local government bodies in Palestine. The municipality is managed by a municipal council whose members are
elected directly or appointed according to the provisions of the law, and the term of the municipal council’s term is four years.

The city is characterised by economic activity and is home to hundreds of businesses as well as public and economic
institutions. Al-Bireh is considered one of the most important Palestinian cities located 16 km north of Jerusalem and on the
main road linking Jerusalem with northern Palestine. The history of human settlement in it dates to the Chalcolithic era,
which is approximately 4500 BC.
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Activities

Work began on the establishment of the field hospital on 15 March 2021. Al-Bireh municipality staff began carrying out the
following activities:

1. Equipping 18 patient rooms with 47 beds, a room with two primary recovery beds for advanced cases until they are
transferred to Ramallah Governmental Hospital, in addition to an administration room, a reception room, an initial
examination room, a nurses’ room and a control and monitoring room.

2. Providing electrical wiring to all rooms and lighting units for emergency cases.

. Providing health units and bathrooms containing electric water heaters for patients.

4. Carrying out the oxygen supply, which includes all necessary monitoring and control devices, valves and external units,
where the oxygen generator was provided with a donation by the Red Crescent Society.

5. Establishing an electrical network for the oxygen generator and medical laboratory.

6. Furnishing the hospital by the Palestinian Red Crescent Society with beds and equipment, as the municipality contributed
by purchasing 10 beds for patients and oxygen cylinders.
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The preparation of the hospital was completed on 10 April 2021 at a total cost of the municipality equivalent to 142,000
euros.

It is worth noting that there were contributions from the local community and civil institutions in furnishing the hospital, as well
as from retired employees and other parties which helped to complete the project quickly. Coordination has been made with
the Ministry of Health and the hospital in Ramallah on how patients are to be admitted and which cases are to come to the
field hospital. In case the patient's condition aggravates before reaching the critical stage, a direct transfer to the hospital in
Ramallah will be conducted. After the hospital completion it was officially handed over to the Palestinian Red Crescent
Society to manage and operate.
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Conclusions

The initiative to establish a field hospital to confront the COVID-19 epidemic in the Palestinian city of Al-Bireh, with the
support of the municipality, is one of the best practices that confirm that Palestinian local authorities are able to play non-
traditional roles and support other sectors. According to the Palestinian context, and what happened during the pandemic,
Palestinian local authorities have proven their high ability to respond to emergencies. Moreover, municipalities have played a
key role in responding to the basic needs of the public during the pandemic, and this role had a great impact in mitigating the
severity of the pandemic on vulnerable and marginalized groups.
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Related Good Practices

Related events

Peer Leaming Topics Good Practices Media Centre
Overview Overview Overview Overview
Announcements Good Urban Governance Good Practices on Good Urban News
Learning Processes Integrated Urban Development CIVRTINNES Events
Documentation Local Economic Development aand Fracticesoiinbegratec Urkan Publications
Development
Good Practices Municipal Services . , Videos
Good Practices on Local Economic
Financial Advisory Service Cross-cutting Topics Development MNewsletter

Good Practices on Municipal
Services

Good Practices on Municipal
Responses to COVID-19

Good practices digital solutions in
urban development

Good practices on gender-sensitive
urban development

Good practices on urban
develoment and climate change
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